


I am NOT a Target
Alaskan Art for Change

We are Alaska. We are teachers, veterans, doctors, nurses, 
gun owners, children, high school students, parents, 
grandparents, nephews, nieces, cousins, daughters, 
sons, physician assistants, artists, hunters, gardeners, 
activists, pharmacists, writers, small business owners, ice 
cream makers, legislative liaisons, waitresses, cartoonists, 
editors, college students, landscape architects, park 
rangers, massage therapists, social workers, aunts, uncles, 
scientists, vegetarians, mayors, carnivores, artists, Native 
Alaskans, film makers, chefs, coffee shop and bookstore 
owners, dog mushers, graduate students, legislators, 
professors, human beings and citizens concerned about 
gun safety.

My gun safety activism started the day 
after the Newtown massacre, when 26 
people, including 20 children were shot 
and killed senselessly.  I had to put my 
then 6 year old daughter on the school 
bus the next day and it was one of the 
most difficult days of my life.  My ‘I am 
NOT a Target’ was born on that day and 
is still a work in progress.  To date, I have 
held over 8 Art for Change events all 
around Alaska, photographed over 150 
activists, partnered with For Freedoms 
2018’s 50 State Initiative, and sent five 
3 ft x 4 ft. posters to AK Congressional 
delegates and others. 

 I have partnered with the Brady 
Foundation, Moms Demand Action, the Fairbanks Northstar Borough School 
district and the Interior Alaskan Marksmanship Committee to educate, 
encourage, and promote gun safety education and legislation in a state 
where over 61% of thepopulation own firearms.  Because of this project and 
my partnership with For Freedoms, the school district in Fairbanks, AK has 
adopted, financed, and distributed ASKING SAVES KIDS cards (above) to 
12,000 families in 2019, and will continue to pass these cards out to every 
student in the school district yearly. Providing a model for the state, many 
gun safety groups now look to Fairbanks as an example of coming together 
for the safety of our children and community. It is my hope that the state of 
Alaska will adopt a gun safety education program statewide for all students 
and families. I am forever grateful to the brave Alaskan who posed for 
change for this project, thank you.

AWKWARD
CONVERSATIONS

COME WITH
BEING A PARENT.

BUT ONE
COULD SAVE

YOUR
CHILD’S LIFE.

IF YOU’RE TOO NERVOUS TO ASK, 
CONSIDER THIS:

1 OUT OF 3 HOMES with children have guns,  
MANY left unlocked or loaded.1

9 children and teens are shot  
EACH DAY in gun accidents.2

80% of unintentional firearm deaths of 
CHILDREN UNDER 15 occur in a home.3

“I, UH, CAUGHT 
OUR KIDS PLAYING 

DOCTOR.”

“IS THERE AN UNLOCKED GUN 
 IN YOUR HOUSE?”

“YOUR DAUGHTER 
 HAS QUITE THE 

‘ADULT’ VOCABULARY.”

Hiding guns is not enough. Talking to your kids about gun safety is not enough. Children 
are curious and if they find a gun, they’ll play with it. That’s why all guns should be 

stored unloaded and locked, ideally in a gun safe, with ammunition locked separately. 

So before you send your child to another home, just ask. And if you have doubts about 
the safety in any home, invite the kids to yours instead. Asking might lead to some 

awkwardness, but that’s a small price to pay for your child’s safety.

1Johnson R, et al.AJPM.2004;27(2):173-182
2 WISQARS [online].[cited 2014 Mar 20]

 3 NVDRS [online].[cited 2014 Apr 2]

ASK
ASKINGSAVESKIDS

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO KEEP YOUR CHILD SAFE, 
VISIT WWW.ASKINGSAVESKIDS.ORG
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ALASKA
How many children in your state live 
with unlocked, loaded firearms? 12,380

Committed to a future where no 
child is killed by a parent’s gun

ALASKA

NATIONALLY

of adults have a 
household firearm

children live with unlocked, 
loaded firearms

crude youth firearm 
mortality rate per 100,000*

NATIONAL NUMBERS 
AT A GLANCE

2nd 
Firearms are the 
second leading cause 
of death for children 
and teens

2,851 
Children and teens 
are killed by firearms 
every year*

Nearly

60% 
Of youth firearm 
deaths take place 
in a home**

of adults have a 
household firearm

children live with unlocked, 
loaded firearms

crude youth firearm 
mortality rate per 100,000*

33%
1.7M
3.45

61%
12,380

7.31

Nearly 20,000 children and teens are shot by guns every year. Many of these 
deaths and injuries could be prevented by limiting unsafe access to firearms.

  * 10-year average 

** Based on NVDRS data from 17 states
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March for Our Lives, Fairbanks, Alaska - March 2018 For Freedoms partnership, 50 State Initiative billboard exhibition & town hall on gun safety
Fairbanks, AK Fall 2018 (billboards are illegal in AK)*

West Valley and Hutchinson High School walkout, Fairbanks, AK - Spring 2018 
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Artist in Alaska

Kate Wool photographing a participant at an Art for Change event, 2018

*All banners and posters available on loan for any
For Freedoms 2020 exhibition or outdoor display. 
Portraits (over 150) are also available as an exhibition. 

Here are the sizes:
-- Three vinyl indoor/outdoor banners 17ft.w x 7.5ft.h  
     with grommets
-- One 3ft.w x 4ft.h poster (sent to Congress) 


